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USEFUL DBYICES j
WITH PATENTS.f

«
- ?|| Some New Inventions Which are Worth |

Knowing About. J
i Winding up a fisb line -with a cuney
ISfh at lhe outcr cnd of the line Is a task
Vhich cannot bi a-romplished rapldiy
jsviiii .":;.. Ely'c of r.-cl In cMnainn ':?<¦¦.

jaand of.vn -this JnabilUy to manipulate
the line v.i!'i **a>e causis the ioss of iii<>

£sh at the critleal innmctit, not to mvn-

oa tho OlfflcuHy of playlng ihe Bsh ai.d

yglving attciition to lhe r«"-l at tb<i same

Jltmo. In ihe cut is shown a novel
sficvice which will take care of the Hne
¦*u'moFt without atten'lon on thr- part of
the angur. Jn:*idc the grip is a .'-piral

.naiGOER-- T:"\TFT> reel
FOSH ROD6.

FOR.

ptrl.-ig. which nctuatcs r central*rod. the
tattor'EupaortmB a cog-wJieel pcared' to

E train of cogs. At the opposite cnd of
this train is the reel on which the line
«s wound. the spring t« nding always to

JWbid ui« "the line. In p'aeing the line on,
khe reel Jt '«

ppring by
beinjt ]i>'id
by a sprlng T

.1 movement
itcbet i= con-

trolicd by the trlgger prntrudins from the
grip, and as soon as tho cnd of the line
Js attaehed to tho rc-e.1 a pull on the trig-
ffer wsll cause tiie reel to revoive and
k&xr up the line. T plnv out the lino

%l\ that 4s necessary is to pull "n it. which
.hw-inds up the sr-ring auain and ll>t"s it to

lak- up the slnck as soon as the trlgger
is pulled. !:..!.' r; M. Ray, oi New Castle,
.Pa., is the lnv< ntor.

Now Sal:-smaii's Ti iink.

The trunk flmwn h.-r.-wifn is nesign<*d
.j-anerlallv for the use "f salesm^n. and

has !"¦¦ n n-it.-ntod by Max Uourvitch. of

frVjrcst Cilv, l'a. V..¦!>. ofien a salcsman
.jrlll «-nter a-store with his samples and

Bwlll havo no conveniont or ndonimte place
ttn which to exhlblt them to the buycr.
Jr. such an JuManco ihoy have lo pilo
fthSr satnpies one on too of the other m

iwny avallable space,
fcnuses the goods 1
iBeisens thi ir attractJ

:<f aelaying ths Mi>
fcHie goods hc wlsh<

rtic<
irn. and
notii ng

W=^W

COMB1NEU IMSPLAY

mr> the samples Uie
pverio.,k some articl<
In an out-ol
bH ihc.se ffis Lgrc ab
device will be found
tiie space no essai \

,j<trunk la n >t grc 11
.che drummer, a i he
vlih hlnges whi< b
tfolded in

>. to
laid
iate

i ...... :::. nt, and
... ,:..;m \- to" irry it in the
reat »ugh to Inc invcnlence

:¦" the shelvi are .r-.vidod
wbl b p< rmll them to be

_aiall Bpace In the lld. it is

easy to see that a much better alsplay of
soods can be made with the new device

if trunk, and its
.; selling < nough

[rnore jro m3j n ti to more than pay
lhe cost of lhe new trunk.

To<»! fordmtujr Morriscs.
The cutting of morttscs In Umbers for

tfranie buildings has bitherl been a labo-
riaus task, ev. n with lhe «id of \\\s borlng
snechlne In common use for this purpose,
and without the machinc it is a'.most
imposslble to cul the series of holts In
'.V stralghl ';.' .. "'¦ ;v lo form the
mortiBC.'. -IsaaJ Schurmaii of Danvcrs.
*MasF.. ha<; dcsigned the tool shown iu the
at to replacc tiie machbie now in use.

and the rapldity with which it will per-

form tho worTc wiil recommena* it to tire

pmctteal earpenter, aside from tho faCt
Uiht its cost is no more than the old
machine. At one ride of the framo which

CTrppor*-" the bits is a guiding platc,
attached»ln such a manner that the turn

nf several thumb-screws will move it for-
v.-r.n-l or away frcm the Mts. thus adjust-
lng the tool for cuttins the mortlse at
Ji'.e proper distance from the edce of the
timber, and, as Oe bits are. removable
from th-- frame, the mortlse can be made

IMTROVED MORTISF MACHINE.

of the desired lcngth by taking off one
or more of the end bits.

Floxiblc Fire Escapt*
The ladrier has prnven itself the most
onvenient fire-escape for a

oses-, and this has led C
nund p'.ir-
s FTarrls.

CGMPACT AND CHEAP FIRE ESCAPEt

of Williamsrport, Pa.. to deslgn the fiexi-
b i- - shown ;in tho accompariying
ni ture. The manner <>i" mdhnting the

>nmi undcrheath Uie wind iw slll, or the
laddcr can l>e placed in a box on the

j: ;^ not convenient to cut m

cnenins In Ihe wall. At tiie rear of the

these the

paratus, W
utitize the
a niom..ni

wlndow, 111

'neumntic Ijifp-Saviiig Apparatus.
iie Ihvehtlon here shown speaks ro
|f, ¦. lv intages In saving llve

among tnt equipmeris 01 a vi ssei or i

be stalioned ncar dangerous rock
the coast, and not only provides a. mean
of suprport for those In the water, bul als
carries a supply of food and water t

maintaln life untl] aid arrives There Is
central oomparimenl Iri which the
.,., i iv-tter are placed, to which access

M^Mr^MS-

MA.R1XJ0 SAFE ANTJ LIFE BUOY.

p.UneJ through a water-tlght door. At the
bottom of the float ls ballast cham-
bcr which prevents overturning in a

o AT TYLER'S, First and Broad Sts. *

MID-SHMER BEDUOTfON .SALE, |
It is a worthy ambilion to stand at the head; there's only one O

tvav to do it, and that is to give ihe best possible value for the g:
money. ^^^^^~^~^.^^^.

You Never Pay Extravagant Prices Here.
Yet our Clothing, in quality of fabrics, fit and style is superior

to that usuaily sho\yn in ready-to-wear stores.

rr\i L. *i «.!:"' -««r'l Men's $6.S0 and §7 Suits C 4 00The balance oi oui rCduccd to.^4.90
rsj o 4-~.~1- Me'n's $7.50 and $S Suits <t- ri& V.Spring1 ana bummer stock rcalUed to.«!>;¦>.9° g

Men'S 59.00 and $10 Suits «. ,C
tobesoldat less than two- reduced to.&7.40

, . ,.r , , r Men's $12.50 and $13.50 Suits ©^ ,^Cthirds of their loriner reduced to.$9.90

price. Men's Sir. and $10.50 C.~ ,fi
Suits reduced to. .pi.tf.40

The n<-w strlpe Flannel ,~~*r«.. Pashlon's dlctate for summer wear of
Wne und white and severaP shades of gray stripes. strictly all- §:r q§wool. O'yf

Just arrived.50 dosen pure siik English Squares and Bat-wing Ties
of all the newrs-t dots and stripes.

§
I

.~5mIULIAN W. TYLER,
24 E. Broad St., - - Cor. First.

©

rotigh sea. and to further aid in support-
ing the float at tho top of the water a

number of separate air chambers are pro-
vlded around the outcr etlge, with ribs to
distend UKrm and lessen tho llabillty of
puncture, Around the buoy. just above the
water Qine, a cable is su**pended, and the
ladder provides means to reach ths outlook
at the top, where a flag and bell are in
use as sighais. A patent on thLs live-sav-
ing appliahce has be<->n grahted to G. P.
Abraham, of Baltltnore. M.l.

Travelfiijr Bootbl.tck,
With the machine iUustrated ln

with a bootblack can travel around
streets of the city locklrig for trade,
sfor.I <-i teraamlng in n fixed Iocation
compei'Ing his customers to come

him. The mac-hin» has been patented
if. i,. Putnam, "f St. Joseph, Mo'., and
:. -i. sign it that (he h x rl
m be folded up tir:hl (o keep out

Ik n ;iie machine is ou tin
The roof !s suspend. on po sei
seekets at the four corne'rs, and welg
and pulleys are. provided to counterbala

re-
the
in-
ind
to

,>¦..- liov the i ¦¦' be ra!
iny -i .-¦ ¦' ". out th
tains ..:¦ pl around three sides of

roof, tnd in the centre of the b ix is
.<! a seat for the customer, while the

:- end.: ing the foot-rest
S position. Compartments are provided
the storage of brushi s, biai king, tc,

| ady m hine while in use

dropped to ;he p
-. ncd with .-: ttcn. VVh n the

., :¦.- finished the operator folds up
m ichine an moves on to his next cus-

Antoniat ic Bitrjrlar-Alnrm.
Tlie need for a cheap and simple d

f .:- attachim to "'¦ door of a room

I give immediate alarm as soon as the
,-:..:- ;¦ nob Is tried to s. e oc

e room has forgotten to Iook the door
is apparent to all, an Frank McManus,
of Olean. X". Y., has desighed the device
shown^n the cut for this special pi
Tiio alarm can be carried in a trunk and

S^*.»

JUARM FOR TRAVEL-

put In a few mihutes. To
.. f the knob i it1 ..-'¦¦ c iro]

ipport the 1 iwer end ot the horizon-
l. :. ., th uppi i' end

rod is a conical h ad. which engag
i-lng w The

.,¦:¦¦ :¦. : riiic
thi knob is iuraed it pulls tiie rotj

down and n Ic tse the s» rlng
instantly beglns its clatter

be]!. wl 1.1
thle" Immediately, no matter wh.eth.er
there was any one in tlie room or not.

t of
nien

A l»lcn Vov Unity.
ir of T io Times:

Sir..I read the synopsis or p

ir. Keri 's le rinon >n !h
;.!-. ached at the Second Presbyterian
Church. I havo always felt that there
s hould nev< r have been but ene c
A a: ticl of faith for .-¦ n< w or-

ganization, woiild suggi st the "Ap
" Those were :;-. rtic] cf faitl

b; the C .¦ Army of
n Virginia. Tlie memb

ed their names; at'b r the a: V s ad
hcen written abov -. We hal

tlm< (>ur Colonel of the Thlrd
Cavalry kept the jhap.iin with .¦¦

the same tent, and saw that. he w
ctr< f< r, or, at h lid te ".- ¦' '¦¦¦
[or him. We had s rnic faithful

llth w.is a fine >r icher and a

During the whole war 1 never

question as-k "I w tat ieno-
floes the minister bclong."
er was a member of Prince Ed-
ti'ry, and wi :. Tkomas
,: h us for six m inths :. >: as

'. preached to the infantry as

ry. le was an earnest as

pjoquent preacher, and every
a i .t tellin» ffi ,-t. Dr. Bur-
f !ti< hm -n I. was one of the
n-air preacht rs ever heard. 1

s lusi before tlie -¦<¦-.

Rgl ; around Richmond.
i-i .i redoubt. -a h fi tn fiv<

h v.alk- that redo bl tn ;¦
"\vh soever Will."

Bishop Johns.<what a preacher, and
that whlsper. He would send his v tici
Ung through the air."Whosoever Wiil"
aiid Dr. Rosser and Or. Mitchell "Whoso-
eve.r WilL"
The great barrler In the way o: Cht.'i-

tian Cniort '.; bigoti y. I) away with
bigotrv and tarian jealousy and t!i.;

More reltgi n is svhat the church wants.
There was n ii a irttcle »f big ttry among
the old soldiers of '01-'Q.

R. D. R.
Angola, Cumberlar.d county, Va.

l.OOOGlVKN AWAY.

ASamplc Cropy.of the Parisian Dreiirn
City PKBE for Exainiuation.

The Times has arranged to carry its
readers th Paris Exposition on a

.ney at ten cents per
tnent i-1 made possible

:, an ie Ih the photo-

nal visit, It is
tographic Port-
itographs each,
nly to any city

graphf r's art and m idern
tographic printing. Our
next best tliing to a pers
comprised in Twentj Ph
folios of sixteen S by 10 p
and we will send by mail
or country address sample of Xumber One
'. > every reader on receipt of two two-eent
stamps (four cents). We have arranged
t i give away one thousand satnples on this
liberal basis, believlrig that when they are
seen the remaining nlneteen weekly num-

bers will be demanded on the easy condi-
tions which we make. We delivered to ths
readers of The Times several thousand
copies of the World's Pair portfolios, en-

titled '-Tiie Dream City," and tlie present
enterprise is in line with that work, but
with great'y imprbvsd art and beauty. It
wiil enable every one to see at his home
esaetly -what the visitor sees at Paris.
Send 4 cents in stamps and Part One will
be tnailed dlrect by the publishers. Ad-
dress all letters to Portfolio Department,
The Timea. Richmond. Va,

THE MASSEY

Corner Main & Seventh Sts, Richmond. Va.
GraduaKs assisted i. secariug sttuauons. Bauking, Bus.uess Practice. B^eeping ArUtoet^pid C

enmafiship, Shorthand, Tvpewriting, Spelling, Gramaiar, elc. Special Sliinmet Sessicra.3, ?. .ul Ve,,'tlemeii. T. C. FREEMAN, Manasrcr.
Write, call, teiephone for catalogue. New 'phone .75.v Six mstrnctors emplofed. Ladies and gentleme ¦ J _5_^

THE VIRGINIA
CONSTITUTIONS

beven Conventions Promiilgattd

WHAT JEFFERSON THOUGHT.

Some Lessoiis to bo Drawii From -lic

Dclibcrutions of lhe Varions As-

semblagcs of the States' Uepre-
scntativu < it i/.ens.

fWritten for the Times.)
There have been seven conventions ih

Virginia which promulgated constitutions,
Twu o; them, known, respectively, as the
"Wheeling" and the "Alexandria" con-

vi ¦: ms, were In no sense representative
of the State at large, nor can any lessons
of v, ;dom be learned from them; so only
casual notice will be taken of tin m in

the general subject. Xet,
some sldellghts of illustration may be
:¦ ¦; from their deiiherations, as will

:: npear In due course.

The real* conventions of Virginia were

held In 1776, 1S29-1S30, 1S50-1S51, 1860-1861, and
1SG7-IS68.

coxvkxtkjx OF 1776.
While Virginia was still a colony of

Gr< ¦:. Britain's, tho'ugh already ln the
tin of the great Revolution, her repre-
sentatives ni(>t in convention at Willlams-
burg, then the, capital, May 6; 1776. They
.i; 1 not uieet, however, for the purpost.
or even with a view, of framing a-con-

-::;:;;. ::. 1 n a letter, d'ated rVugusI 25, j
1775. to John Randolph, Mr. Jeffi rson

wrote: "I am slncerely one of those who
.,.. ish f ir 01 xion with England. and
would ratl)( - bc In dependence on Great
Britaln, properly limited, than on any
natlon upon earth, or than on no nation."'
Edmund Pi ndh ton, whom J( ITi rson

pronounced "the wisest man ln er

knew," was made president, though
anl tgonized by the adherents of Patrick
Henry, then in command ot" the military
forces of the colony.

in such stirrlng times tliere could he
no thwarting of the logic of events. O'ne
of t)i.- first acts of tlv> convention was

th :tion of a chaplaln, whos'e duty
it was to open the convention with prayer.
The memhers atlehd'ed fasting-day ser-

viccs clad in moiirning, and requirefl their
d the same. A letter of

George Mason's, the illustrious author of
the Virginia Hill of Rights, enjoined his
family that they should attend the ser-

vices in the church near his home. and
that his thrca suns and' two daughters

appear ln mournihg.
Surely our fathers were in earnest!
The convention was obened first at 9
lhe morning, and afterwards at seven,

when the fchnplain read prayers. The
daiiy routine was for the committccs to

t as.s on ns prayers were over, and
n main in si ssion till 9, when the n-

vention asscmhle'd, and rarely adjourned
tlll flve. After dlnner the committees

.ain tlll 9 or 10 at night.
lolh of May (the ninth day of the

session) a committee was appointed to
prepare a declaration of rights; it. was

the 27th. debated tlll June 11th,
and unanimousiy adooted June ir>tli.that
immortal document of George Mason, the
Bill of Rights of Virginia. which no sub-
S'"-quent c mvention of Virginians presumed
lo alter or amend. except for technlcal
conformitjv until Underwood and llunni-
cutt, with their black atvi tan satellltes,
evolved the enormity of a constitution
under which we now groaU. And it
ought to he generally known, in view
of the inipendlng convention, that a

manuscript copy of the Bill of Rights,
in the handwrlting of George Mason, is
owned by the State. It has been framed
and placed on the walls of the State
Library. Let r.s hope that our nrxt con¬
vention will restore an anci nl and honor-
ahle landmark of our history by re-enact-
ing it as it eame from his inspired hand!

FIRST OOXST1TUTION.
On the 29th day of June. 1776, this con-

\. ntlon of Virginians unanimousiy ado] ted
t'ae first written constitution ever franjed
by an independent poiitical society. By
its terms Virginia was declared a free

ici soverelgn State six days befora the
Deciaratidn of Independence was adoptJd
by the Contiw tital longress al Phila-

ln honor of the day and the
the 29th of June was long eelsbrated

as commencement-day at the Univorslty
of Virginia, and the Supreme Court of
Appeals has lately formally a'djudged
that the "year of tlte Commonwealth"
dates from June 29, 1776. Stnoot vs.
i. .; Assr«-4ation, 95 Virginia, 690.
It is unneci ssary to discuss the griev-

which led up to this convention.
Kv. ry school-boy knows how patient and

ii remonst ram es against the
aggn ssions and oppressions of the Crovm
had been conteniptuousty igriored, until
::... colonies were already in ah actual
state of revolution. The fathers met to
confer and to devlse remedies for wrongs
that could not be endured.
The one remedy that remained. after

ev ry effort at re lress had be< a exh iusted,
was to sever all relations with the Crown.
They niei the issue iike patriots; and so

"the first rcpublic in America" was

launched at WUllamsburg, in Virginia,
Saturday, June 29, 1776, and the historlc
career of Virginia as a soverign Com¬
monwealth began.
Patrlck Henry was elected Governor on

the same day, receiving 60 votea to -15
for Thomas Nelson. and 1 for John Page.
He accepted the offlce the following Mon¬
day, July lst
As is well known. tha Church of England

was then the "established church" in
the colony. The convention gravely pro-
ceeded to eiiminate from the Litany all
the praj'ers for the king and'royal fam¬

ily, and added this petiti m:
"That it may please thee to endue

lhe Magistrates of this Commonwealth,
With grace, wisdom aad understandihg."
Pity 't is. that this aspiratioh has not

been perfected in ihe sBook of Common
Prayer!

THE OATH OP OPFICE.
Tha oath of office prescribed for the

Governor was so adnurahle that it seems

worth while to reprbduce it here. It was

in thesS wdrds:
.I. A. B.. elected Governor of Virginia

by the representartlves thereof, do solemnly
prpmise and swear that I will, to the best
of my skill and judgment, execute the
said offlca diligehtly and faithfully, ac-

cordins to law, without favor, affection
or partiality; that I will, to the titmost
o' my power. s-upport; malhtain and de-
fend tho Commonwealth of Virginia and
tha Constitution of ihe same. and protect
tha peopla thereof in the secure enjoy-
ments oi ali their rights, frahchises and
privileges; and wiil constantly v endeavor
tha; th* laws and ordinancea of the Com-

monwcalth be duly o'oservcd. and that law
and justicc, or 'ihercy, be executccl in

all judgments. And lastly, L do s mi

promise and swear that 1 will peac ably
rj: ¦>. -. :--gn i.-i ¦'. '-"-

which [ have been elected, at the several
periods to which my continuance In the
-said offlce is or shall be llmlted hy law and
tha Constitution. So help me God."
Tha fathers seem to have had some rea-

sonable apprehension it nepotism even .in
their day.
Representation in this convneion was by

counties and corporatl ns. Each county
had two delegates, except Westmqreland,
which had. three. Jamestown. Wllllams-
burg and the College of William and
Mary had one each and -Xorfolk BorOugh
had tWO.
Only freeholders had the right to vote

for delegates, and even as ear'.y
the preamblo of tlie stal ite o

House of Burgesses, declaring .' ¦¦' -:i '':;
ii ive a right to v .:¦'. recites lat "dA s

ft mds have ¦.' te b< m practl to
create multiply votes by tnaking
h ts of small and Inconsiderable parcels
of land upon feigned cons'derations and
by subdividing lots of ground in towns in
prejudice of the rights of true freehold¬
ers, and contrary to the true intent and
meaning of fif laws in that behaif."
Thereupon a more rigid law was enacted
so thal even a freeholder, in order to be
o voter, mcst have an estate of not less
th tn mi :res bf land upon which
there was no settlement, 6r twenty-five
acres with a house and plantation in his
possession, or the possess'on ot hi
for a term of year, in the same county
wheri in he gives his vote. Henlng' St its.
vol. I, p. 475.
T ¦. h to be learned for prac-

tical purp isi 3 from a study of this consti-
Ol course It settled ;"or all time

certain leadlng principles of free govern¬
ment, which are now a tcepted ,i< the very
canons of liberty. These must always re-

main the chief corner s of our or-
; lavi will be so rash as

to attem.pi to oblll rat< th se landmarks
of free. constifutional government. The

.! voters : Senate and
House >f I 'elegates, calli d the General
Assembly. This Assembly elected by joint

-r Jovernor and his council, all
ri [.ges -i ¦'¦. .¦ ittot eral and

.; ¦¦ nbers of th lontii e ta] :ongress. An
G tvernor, with ttn advice of the

council, appointed justices of the peace
for tlie counties. The clerks of the County
Courts were continued !n office. and iii
c ;-. of a \ aca icy c ich nted its
own cl< rk. Sh rifi ¦"¦< were

nominatetl by the court--. and ap]
and commission d by :":-- Governor with
: e Ivi ... of the council.
This was the simple scheme of govern¬

ment of Virginia from 1776 :¦'.">.

Stitution that lasti flfty-four years. In
bsequenl pa] .¦ mstltution of

1529-'30 will he considered.
XV. XV. s.

Pchools in Virsiiiia.
Editor of Tlie Times:
Sir,.I disclaim absolutely any personali-

tic-s in these papers. 1 firmly belleve that
power was vested by tht General As¬
sembly in the Board of BJu tl
by it to its executive offlcer, the State

ntendent, to do all and auything
that svas necessary for the efflcient carry-
ing out of the publlc-school system.
Thal i am and have not been alone in

this opinion, 1 narrate the follow g In-
ddent. »uring Superintendent Buch m in's
admlnistration, being a member of a com-

mittee of County School Superintendents,
cailed together in Richmond to suggest
such am< ndments and changes in the
school laws to the Gem ra"I Assembl;
in session, as they niigiu think des'rable.
I went to coni [rlend, Judge Burks,
who was in It: hmond, eng igt d In revis ntr
the Code of \ irginia, and asked him some

questions as to some laws that appeared
to be connicting and also as to the neces-

sity of scuring legislation, permitting new

dicies, thal the committee thought de-
sirable, etc, the Judge allowed me to^sl ite
my points, and then said: "You _-¦¦

to Buchanan and tell him that the Legisla-
ire 1-d give and Sntended to give to him

and the B ard of Education supreme pow-
al! these school matters, attd that

he may do whatever is necessary and pro-
per for earrying out the ipublic

tem. lis grant of power in s thool
matters is greater timn that o; Qui a

Vicl iria over her Kingdom."
Again: At a conference of school super¬

intendents, we had a Mr. Holcomb, State
Supe'riritendeht or assistant State S
intendeni for one of th<- Western States.
T incll of county superintendents .-.

ng some of our diffieultles and
ting laws for their amendment.

[n n s].h, he said: "Gentlemen, wi

had these difficulties in our State, and
tried to eorreei them thro igh the Leg -

lature, without success. but since then
we found out th.n the "iLegislature had
given full power to us (the superintend¬
ents) and we have corrected these mat¬
ters for ourselves, without appea.f to th
L-egislature; anu assurc you that matters

are now worklng smoothly and efficiently
in my State."
Article S. section 3, Constitution. read-:

"Tlie. General Assembly; shall provide by
law. at its first session! uuder this Con¬
stitution, a uniform system of public free
schools and for its gradual, equal and
full introduction into all the counties or

the State by the year 1S76, or as much
earlier as possibie."
Well, the General Assembly dicl nothing

:al in that direction. It turned the
whole matler over to the Board of Edu¬
cation. What the Board did about it may

be .- en in the reports of their executive
offl r- the State Superintendent.
There was to be a uniform system of
.; .;;,. .- ;ho >ls. That means. oi courst

uniformity in the requirements of attain-
ment in eandidates for teachers' certi-
ficates, uniformity in pay to those teach¬
ers who came up to a ftxed standard of
scholarship, uniformity in the minimum
attendance at a publi.c school and uniform¬

ity in the length of the term ,prescribed
for a public school.
At to pay in forty counties the average

pay of a teacher is less than $25; in four
counties, $Jo; for one, $18.50.

. SCHOOL. TERM.
The law forbids the running of a public

school for a less term than five months,
under a penalty of withdrawing from that
School Board the State school-money (See.
88, public school law). Fotirteen counties

report less than five months as their

school terms and one county a term of
three and a half months.
In the particulars instanced above. I

have shown that the Board of Education
has not enforced uniformity of compen-
sation for teachere with equal certifieates,
or uniformitv of school terms.
In the matter of minimum attendance,

tha: was originally flxed by the law,
which iortade the continuance of a public
school at full pay to the teacher, with less
than twentv pupils in average daily at¬

tendance. There was a howl from the
teachers and the. L-egislature enacted a

number of vicious laws for the supposed
orotecuon of the teacher, under which It i«

#un
.ach-

elght

oow i fact that many publ c scnoo

in the various counties (where the
,r receives full i^y* if- which the av

daily attendance is not so many

pupils. Doubtless uron the system.ot the
minimum average of twenty pupils, tne

a rs were hardiy dealt with and. in

many cases received warrants for less
than their due. But does not any man

of comm.u sense <ree that If the Board h id
ordered the laying off of school distriet?
of twenty square miles, the reason ii,;

unlt of territory for a school distriet
indicated in a previous pap. fould
have !.¦ .. n mnd in sucn a aistr enough
schoolable diildr n to supply a r

hUmber of pupils for a legal and pro- .

gressive puhlic school? "Where the dis¬
triet 'did n th ",";p "' i"";
necessary to make a full publlc
Board rulings

thal would have ¦.'¦.
Permit me to pa just here to offer b

...t .-, Si :¦. >f report by
State Superintendent-of Pub'.ic Instruc-

tion. The thing that will strike anyone
at a glance Is the prominence given to
the feature of average. Now, in my judg¬
ment. there could be n system

mfusing pr deluding to a man in
search of the concrete fact.

\verage enrolment, average daily atten¬
dance. average term. average teachers
pay, average is! per pupll p r head, aver- |
age everything. 1
Now take this case. What is the good

of showing, as the superlntendent does I
show, that the average attendance of J
pupils at the public schools of the State,
which he sets by summfhg up the at-

ince at all the schools, town and
country, and dlvidlhg by the whole num¬

ber of pupils in the schools, wheh i com-
that there are a great numb r ;'-'

schools in the country where the attend¬
ance is not'above 10 and sometimes below
6?

I submit that it is the cise of th
schools to ba conslderod, and provided for
or .against.
What Is the good of the. annual

to the female teachers of equa! a

that tho average salary for women is
$26, when she t'ets only $152
Then. I bbject strongly to

upon which tha averages ari

mlx town an l village wil
in averages is to fail to r

ences that exist between th
s ii >is in the matter ol
educational grades, of teachers' wages, j

hool-houses, etc. 1 have
ibout the schools of the t i

viiiages; ley primarj ar

h 3 ¦:¦:.'.¦ Is, but I
ao c implain that the Board of E
in twenty-flve y ¦-' ol it Imln

¦; .;,,. Ublic hoo! system have
able to evolvc b a h
for countr\ b .¦¦¦ and >untry

In his an lal repoi j
ti n U il shows ta it there vv. re $2,010.1
avallable for school purposes, and that j

this was expended except $13,000.
This ls a big stim of money and great re- I

sults ought to have come of Its exp
ture but it is admitted by S iperin-

publl Instructlon that n

this money has "*> \
maintenam of small, inefflciei
schools. I do not see that Q
Is any comfort to us that the

eVil 'exists Sn other Stat^oer-
haps even in greatcr degree.
covery of the fact ought to have

Instant stimulus to him for the Inau-
ltlng 0f some plan for [ta cure.^ rhe

tone of his c munents
apologetic reply of an Jd-tlme
iVhose emoloyersaid to him on the occaslon
of a visit' to an outlying pi inatati m.:

"John- your corn look-- badly. xes,

sir." he said. "but, thank th, L

noighbors' is no better."
Dr Southail has an opportunlty.

mslble for the errors ol his prc-
'. .... ,rs that made the

cai and demands immedlate and

tteatment. My contention is thal it is an

evil for him nnd his II ra ;ue of the

E EMucaUon to gn
.".,"-- Legisl;

tlon. why, pray,
he -vhole suhjeci tn

bly at its lasi m »

commending some
lation for the cure

tha
inmyj XtteyuSn» nff ih,-> resoonsibuitj [««*< >»j

!¦;.,.-, 0f Educatlonat-3
2&T7
Ogislature clid, t repea iay

i, '

effusively. Thej
with the affalrs ot the B
far as to have Its acc

propcr committee; nor has it at

inJ inb resi ln the \ .."

publlc school system b;
deslgned to bring out Its ¦.

the system -passed laws for
tion of clamorous ier

5Ch .: boards, with littl<
tho Interests of the Si
the matter; nor have they
fall to clahh the rlghl if

, nominate the
his county-f- most ca'~'

necessary qualifisations.
There ls othi r m Ltter ¦¦

but through il all, no ma \

nor how I say It. I prefer_tp
a frlend and c idjut ir f tne pi seni m-

cumbent of schools. ~,Tiwnm>o

The School System.
Mr. R. C. Saunders. of Elmli -'

in an article to The Ri -uni

under the caption of *=chool by

gives some very valu
vith reference to the pub;-..- s 100

Virginia Mr. Saunders claims tnac ac-

corlrrig 'to section 3, article 7, of our C b-

stitutlon, regulating the area and popu-
latlon to be embraced m a school dis¬

triet, there are 3.000 more schools tha:.

are actually needed. He decr.

growing eendency, for the sake of con-

venience, to Increase the nur,

schbdls, clairning that the multipli
of schools has had a tlndency to

them non-progressive and lifelss,
many instances parents could not be per-

i suaded to send' their children to them.
There is much wholesome adv.ee m

what Mr. Saunders says, and no better

i ev;denc'- of the soundness of his doctrlne
can be found than the. large attendance
from adjoining distrlcts to the school m
the districts who are fortunate in securing
a good grade of teacher3.
Schools, like churches, can be muui-

plied until they all lose their usefu.n-ss
and are rebbed of their power to <io gooo.
Is this the case with us in Vlrgmia?-
Cape Chares Light.

An Dph-io-Date Breakrto\vn.
"Yes, they eloped in an automobile."
"That Was nice."
"Oh, I don't know. They came bacK ln

a hayrack. dragging the auto after them.

-^lstveland Plain Dealer.
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